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Catholics Began 

ly 
Ttiday Eagle liike .has two 

Catholic Churches but few of 
the people can remember how 
it was In the early 1900's, when 
there were scarcely a dozen 
Catholics here. 

Most of these people came 
from Louisiana to work in a 
sugar mill, which was located 
at a small community called 
Lakeside, about two miles out 
of Eagle Lake. 

Tbe first priest, of whom the 
residents know, was Father 
Schentzer, who came from 
Houston about once a month. 
He set up an altar on the buf­
fet of the Ward's home at 
Lakeside. Later, Father 
Schentzer had. Mass at Mrs. 
Cherry's whose residence was 
located in the eastern part of 
Eagle Lake. 

Outstanding in the early 
days of the church isthe story 
of Father Montreull, an apos­
tolic Missionary. 

A small white frame church 
was built in Eagle Lake In the 
eastern part of the^own before 
1900. Five acres of ground 
were given by Miss Darlgan. 
This church was blown down 
September 8, 1900, when the 
hurricane hit ..Galveston so 
severely. 

After this church was blown 
down, Mass was not said at 
Eagle Lake. 

It was after ihls that Father 

Montreull arrived, and built 
the red brick church, which 
was finished August, 1913. This 
is the church the congregation 
used until Christmas of 1948, 
when the new church was com­
pleted. 

Father Montreull completed 
the outsideof the brick church, 
and donated tlie main altar. 

and he left far-Canada. The 
"lasrwptfsitr" TiYted'unaer" 

Eagle Lake, made by him, 
was on the date April 5, 1914. 

Eagle Lake was then made 
a mission church, under the 
Mentz parish. Father George 
Berberlch was the first priest 
to come here from Mentz. The 
records of the first commun­
ion class after Eagle Lake was 
under Mentz was in 1917. 

This red brick church was 
thirty-two years old, and too 
small for the congregation of 
Eagle Lake. 

In 1948, Father A. W.Dld-
ner and the committeemen 
started the erection of a new 
church. 

This new church was dedi­
cated on June 26, 1949. 

The late Father A. W Dld-
ner came to Eagle Lake In 
1943. He had graduated from 
the Seminary at La Porte, and 
this was his first church. 

Th* firat CtthoUc family 
moved Into tb* Nada commun­
ity In 188t u d In 1883 a 
priest from Frelaburg began 
periodic aervlcea at that com­
munity. In 1899, John Labay 
and WllUam Schoellmann con­
tributed fifty acres of land on 
which the praMOt St. Mary'a 
Church, acbool and cemetery 
are located. 

In 1899, the first parochial 
school was started and In 1897 
the first cHurch was erected 
with Father Loul; P. Netardus 
as pastor. The building waa 
destroyed by the 1900 storm 
and was rebuilt. 

In 1930 work was started on 
the present building when 
Father Helntze Bronlslaus 
was pastor. 

The present pastor, the Rev. 
Henry Rolf came to St. Mary's 
in 1969 succeeding the Rev. 
Father Edmund Blly who had 
served as pastor of St. Mary's 
ffom 1947 to 19«8. 

Missioi Church 
Founded 
hi 1937 ^ 

parsonage and construction 
wit b«jfaa during his stay. 

Rev. Homer Weimer was 
the first pastor to live in tbe 
new parsonage, which w u 
completed in December 1965. 

Rev. Windel Bell, then 
came u pastor in 1908. 

The Rev. David Edgar, 

E»sent paator.succeded tUv. 
U here in 1973 and Unfler 

his leadership the oonstrue-
tion of a a«w church is in 
progress and should be i w i . u~«. • - . . . » » - » . . . • „ ^ 
completed before the end of upstairs la the SMkaanbuUd. 
this Bicentennial year. *"'• '" . . _.. _ "~ 

"Our nation's Bicentennial 
marks the date of our moving 
into the new Church facility. 
However, we did not begin 
here. We began over 100 
years ago when Rev. Fisher 

Groce ivtheran^uTck 

The'Eagto Lain lilMioo 
Chureh begu irttk a t«ot 
rerlval cooduct«d bjrtbe Rars. 
Emll and Selma Burger in 
19S7. Later MrrioMwerekeltf 

Ing. 
Mr. and Mri. Winn Poole 

built the churdi at theprMont 
location, AlO Prairie, in the 
early IMCs. Later tbe 
paraonagt waa added and in the 
paattsn years the educational 
and aodal rooma hare been 

organized the Church in 1872. ^,1,1^ 
The conrtnuedorr-of the-flrat— H , ; and Bra. BurgirlMve 
Methodist Episcopal Church, paatored tlie chnreh since ita 

Work liilxpected to be completed before tbe end of the year on thla beautiful new 
church and educational facility for tbe United Metbodiat Church in Eaffl»Lake. 

Celebrated 
lOOtb Year 

Father Dldner also super­
vised and did much of the 
planning and work for a new 
parish house and for parish 
halls at both churches, later 
named in his memory as 
Andrew Hall at Our Lady., of 
Guadalupe and. Dldner Hall at 
Our Lady of Perpetual Help. 

Upon Ms 'death in January 
of 1966 he was succeeded here 
temporarily by Father Marion 
Atomanczyk who served until 
Father Edward Gelser's ap­
pointment to this church l^er 

Our Lady of Guadalupe Church 

The First Baptist Church 
of Eagle Lake celebrated its 
centennial on Sunday, Sept. 21, 
1975. 

The Missionary Baptist 
Church of Eagle Lake was or­
ganized in 1875 with Rev. J. B. 
Armstrong as pastor. The 
church used a building which 
was also used as an opera 
house, school house, dance 
hall, and general meeting 
house. A few years later the 
Baptists, Methodists, and 
Episcopalians built a union 
house of worship. 

In 1886 the Baptists com­
pleted a building of their own 
on Church Street at a cost of 
about 11,500. Rev. Jeff D. 
Ray was the pastor. This 
building was blown down by 
the storm in 1900 and a small­
er one buiUr of the debris. 

In 4907 the church occupied 
a new brick building at a cost 
of about 15,100, furmshed. It 
had massive columns of wood 
and brick at the front entrance, 
amber glass windows, and ele­
gant pews. 

A new building was begun 
in 19S6 under the leadership 
al Rev. Neil ElUe. This two 
story brick building with base­
ment was later stuccoed and 
served the church for 29 
years. Property value was 
placed at $35,000 with this 
auditorium and educational 
building. It became evident 
that a larger facility was need­
ed and a building fund was 
originated in 1950 under the 
leadership of Pastor A. Mi 
Brown. 

The new farllitv at Prairie 
and Lake Avenue with all new 
furnishings and equipment was 
dedicated on January 29,1956, 
with Dr. Forrest Feezor, Exe­
cutive Secretary of the Bap­
tist General Convention of 
Texas, guest speaker. The 
sanctuary has seating for 400 
persons with overflow avail­
able In the balcony and ad­
joining educational building. 
The educational wing includes 
a fellowship hall and ade­
quate educational facilities. 
The structure Is brick with 

that year. Father Gelser has 
continued to serve here as 
pastor for both Our Lady of 
Perpetual Help and Our Lady 
of Guadalupe Churches. 

iaf ' ^ 
Year In 1972 

On Sunday. May 13, 1972, 
Methodists of Eagle Lake 
celebrated one hundred years 
of Methodism, a milestone. 

The Union Church waa 
built in ;880 on Post Office 
Street, near the present A. 
H. Seaholm home. Mr. L^e , 
a Baptist, was the first 
Sunday School superinten­
dent. 

At the second meeting they 
voted to give $200 toward ^ e 
construction of the first 
Methodist Episcopal Church, 
South, which was then under 
construction. 

From 1872 to 1913 Eagle 
Lake was part of the circuit 
including Altair, Rock Island 

South, took place in 1899. It 
was followed later by the gift 
of the Colly Memorial 
Methodist Church presented 
by Mr. and Mrs. J. R. Colly in 
1939. In 1968 The Methodist 
Church and The Evangelical 
United Brethren Church 
united to form The United 
Methodist Chureh. Thereaft­
er this Church became known 
as the Colly Memorial United 
Methodist .Church. Soon it's 
title wfll be changed a ^ ^ u 

origination 
ago. 

thirty-nine ytara 

we move into the new i!)hurch 
building to The United 
Methodist Church," noted the 
pastor, the Rev. David 
Edgar.' • - ^ 

lufheroffs 
Ohsened Wth 

-.: — • » 1 -

Flrst Baptist Church 

central alr-conditloning and 
heating. Rev. Joe Townsend 
was pastor and E. H. Shirley 
and Sam Broyles were Co-
Chalrmen of the Building 
Committee. The total cost 
was 1143,000. 

The past few years have 
seen major repairs with a new 
roof, new alr-condltioning, 
and a new organ. In 1975 the 
sanctuary was completely 
renovated. In addition to 
major remodeling, new pews, 
stained glass, new lighting, 
and carpet were added. 

The churcR has had out­
standing Interest in missions 
and sponsors a Spanish-speak­
ing mission, Gethsemani Mis­
sion. Present pastor of First 
Baptist Church is the Rever­
end J. Melburn Sibley, Jr., 
Pastor of Gethsemani Mission 
is Rogelio Rodriguez. 

and (^hesterville. 

Rev. Duke came to Eagle 
Lake . in 1936. A new 
parsonage was built in 1937, 
and Rev. Duke was the first 
pastor to occupy it. 

Rev. J. M. Lewis came in 
1937. In 1939 the present 
Colly Memorial Methodist 
Church was built, the gift of 
Mr. and Mrs. J. R. Colly. 

Rev. K.R. Hemphill came 
in 1939, and the church was 
dedicated on January 14. 
1940 by Bishop A. Frank 
Smith. 

Rev. G-. A. Schulze came to 
Ea^le Lake in 1941. Under 
his leadership what was then 
the educational building (now 

^ the Fellow«||LHal1) was built 
and dedicat'i^uly 20.1943. 

Rev. J. W. Griffin came in 
1944. During his pastorate he 
worked with the youth and 
volunteered to teach an 
elective course on religion in 
the Eagle Lake High School. 

In 1949 the NUry-Martba 
Sunday School class present­
ed the Gothic pulpit set to the 
church. That same year the 
Sunshine Class presented the 
Hammond organ and chimes. 
Rev. 0. E. Linstrum, the 
pastor at that time, gave the 

prayer of dedication in 
accepting these two fine 
additions to the church's 
facilities. 

Rev. D. Rhea Allison came 
to Colly Meniorial in 1950. 
More Sunday School rooms 
were needed and under his 
leadership this problem was 
partially solved with the 
building of three new Sunday 
School rooms. 

Rev. Charles Walton came 
in 1956. He worked hard to 
get new pews for the church, 
but. these were not actually 
installed until some years 
later. 

Rev. Leslie E. McDaniel 
worked very hard as a 
preacher and pastor during 
his stay in Eagle Lake. Soon 
after his arrival the parson­
age (then at the corner of 
State and Lake) was redecor­
ated. 

In 1960 the pews and seat 
cushions were bought and 
installed when Rev. Boyd 
Harris served the church. 
The pews are solid red oak, 
and the foaffl rubber cushions 
are upholstered in red. 

Rev. RusseH Moori who 
came in 1962. recommended 
the building of a new 

1200 YEARS OF FREEDOM 

BENJAMIN FRANKLIN 17(|6-17M 
They that can ghre up eaaentlal Nberly to oMaIn a 
little temporary safety deserve neither Hherty ner 
safety. 

Amerkal 

Furniture Shoppe 
034-2534 • EagltLokt 

MRS. 0. L. MILL 
MR. AND MRS. W. L. BAUER 

On Sunday, November 2, 
Grace Lutberan Church in 
Eagle Lake observed the 40th 
anniversary of Its organiza-
Uon, 

Pastor Karl Roth first be­
gan to hold preaching ser­
vices in Eagle Lake back in 
1903, which Is the first known 
a c t i v i t y by the Lutheran 
Church in this community. 
Pastor Roth lived in Sublime 
at the time and continued 
working here until he left 
that community in 1913. Work 
was carried on sporadically 
by other ministers as they 
passed through town, but noth­
ing more was done on a reg­
ular basis for many years. 

In 1932 Pastor W. A. Flach-
meier of Columbus met with 
a few Individuals who were 
Interested In starting a con­
gregation here. Services were 
held In the private homes on 

weekdays as PastorFlach-
meler had regularly scheduled 
services on SundajulnColum-
'xis, Wallis, Mentz, and New 
Bielau. Soon services were 
neld In the City Hall and then. 
In 1935̂ ^ Ujey began to wor-

"Vliip'^'in tbe P r e sliyterian 
Church. •Orr^uly -Sj-lSSS £ ^ c e 
Lutheran Church was formally 
organized. 

On July 30, 1939 Pastor G. 
Wolf was installed as pastor 
of a parish consisting of Eagle 
Lake, Wallis and Cat Spring. 
He was the first Lutheran 
minister to live in thla com­
munity. In 1943 he accepted 
the call to also be the pastor 
of St. Paul Lutheran Church 
of Columbus and, in 1944, he 
moved to that community. 
Pastor Wolf remained as 
pastor of this church as well. 

August 5, 1951 was an im­
portant day In the life of 
Grace Lutheran Church as It 
was on this day that the pre­
sent sanctuary was dedicated. 
This was the first church thslt 
the Lutherans could call their 
"own". After having used the 
Presbyterian Sanctuary for 
several y e a r s , the congre­
gation also worshipped In the 
old Eagle Lake Methodist Edur 

B»i/f Mm 
In 1954-55 

Parishionera of Our Lady of 
Guadalupe Catholic Church In 
Eagle Lake began worshipping 
in their new church In the 
Guadalupe Terraces Addition 
in July of 1954, moving there 
from the former red brick 
Catholic Church building on 
Lake Avenue. 

The Rev. Joe Shannon was 
pastoring tbe church when the 
construction started and the 
Rev. Edward Mooney filled the 
pulpit upon Its completion. 
Both were members of the 
BaslUan Fatben order from: 
Rosenberg. 

After Our Lady of Perpetual 
Help'scongregation moved from 
tbe tall red brick building 

which they occupied from 1913 
until 1949, the Utln-Amerl-
cans of thecommunity worship­
ped in the building and the 
congregation was known as St. 
Basil's. When they moved to 
th> new church in the Guad­
alupe Addition, the congrega­
tion changed the name to Our 
Lady of Guadalupe. 

The late Father Andrew 
W. Dldner served the Guada-
liipe and Pefpetuil Help CKur 
chee for many yeart 
after hia.deathj Father. Mar 
ion Atomanczyk served 
pastor for a short time until 
Father Edward Gelser was 
named pastor of the local 
churches and he continues in 
that position at this time. 

Sf! Mary's Chu7cft Uncfif'Consifwdi^^ 
. £ACL£ LAKE HEADLIGHT JULY 1,1976 SEC. % P^EL9 

Ffa^ PreebytMte Cknck 

Tbe congregatloh of St. Mary's Catholic Church in Nada la ahown assembled in front 
of their church which was under construction at the time this picture was taken in 1930. 

Presbyterian 
Church h i . . 

Tmwr 

Rev. Selfrl^ge of Bay City and 
Ruling Elder Fisher of Hous­
ton to investigate the situa­
tion. Having held meetings on 
the two preceding days, the 
commission formally or-

rgantaed the cirareiMnthefit^ 

Its own was taking concrete 
shape, and on February^3 of 
Hiat year the trustees, "were 
empoweired to purchase a suit­
able sit^ for the purpose of 
erecting thereon a church 
buiidJvi?.' • 1ti« constructlcr. 

only a shMent supplte«ttb^pul-
plt, the Revs. E. F. Deutsch, 
M. H. Knox, W. M. Logan, 
Temple B. Anderson, Marlon 
Reynolds, J. Robert Durway, 
W. W. Beale, Billy Tom Mc­
Daniel, E. E. Mulliner and 
the present pastor J. Olen 
Kennell have served as pas­
tors. Three of these minis­
ters, E. F. Deutsch, J. R, 
Durway and B. T. MCDanlel, 
were ordained in this church. 

In September 1938 a fellow­
ship hall with a weU equipped 
kitchen was added to the struc-

i-jce that. yr»$ .completed^ lo^ 

Wl«, llMn^ 4B U U the-( 
tuary and fellowship hall were 
remodeled and there waj an 
addition of nine claaarooma 
to tbe building. 

A special aenrlce for the 
fiftieth anniveraary was con­
ducted at tbe morning wor­
ship by the Rev. B. T. Mc­
Daniel on August 9,1959. 

In this Bicentennial year 
membera are proud of the 
fact that t |e First Preeby-
terian Church of Eagle Lake 
has elected Grace Dell Cooper 
the first woman ever to be­
come an elder la thla church. 

—4)rAugust4i„l209. Klthale«(n,.,went^l'}va«.-andby sUgesbe-
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200 YEARS 
""~T)FGLORY 
Happy Anniversary, America! 
"Pro€laim Liberty Throughout tho ioncf . . . " 

Thest words ^tchtd on tht Liberty Btll spoke 

of freedom 200 yeors ogo. This freedom we 

must remember to hdnor and cherish oKyays, 

•ipecially during \;ur 206ih Anfilvtriory Of 

GROWING WITH 

COLORADO COUNTY 

& PROUD OF IT! 

• • • 
this great nationi 

L 

EAGil,UKE AND STRICKUND 
INSURANCE AGENCIES 
ROBERT AND MAXINE GRIFFITH 

EAGLE LAKE 

We're 

Happy Annrversarr 

F. & W. FOOD STORE 
GARWOOD, TEXAS 
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EAGLE LAKE CABLE TV 
102 BOOTHE DRIVE -EAGLE LAKE 

PHONE 234 - 2840 

The Lissie Church has its 
roots deep in American his­
tory. The Evangelical, United 
Brethren and Methodist de­
nominations were all organ­
ized soon after the Revolution. 
They ministered effectively to 
immigrant and - frontier 
America. Similar in theolog>-
and organization, and with 
deep friendship among their 
founders, they eventually be­
came one church. 

The Lissie congregation has 
been a vital part of this his­
tory since its beginning in 
1906. "We rejoice In the birth­
day of our nation, and in our 
privilege of continued ser­
vice to the community," noted 
the pastor, the Rev. Paul Wal­
lace. 

The Rev. George Causey 
was the first pastor of the Lis­
sie Church, then the United 

'Brethren church. He is the 
father of Ed Causey of this 
city. 

The present church and edu-
~catlonal facilities Were con­
structed in 1947. 

The Rev. Paul Wallace has 
been minlst^ of the Lissie 
Church for four years. 

cation Building. From 193y 
until 1951 the Lutherans called 
the former First Christian 
Church building their home. 
In 1951 they were finally able 
to construct their own build­
ing, using lumber from the 
old Methodist church in Co­
lumbus. 

In 1956 The Rev. Walter 
Miller was called as the first 
full-time p a s t o r of Grace 
Lutheran Church. It was dur­
ing his ministry here that an 
education unit was added on 
to the sanctuary. Pastor Mil­
ler was followed here by Pas­
tor Wayne Langrebe (1960-
1963), Pastor Milroy Gregor 
(1963-1967), P a s t o r Dennis 

Sixty-seven years ago the 
First Presbyterian Church of 
Eagle Lake was organized. In 
response to a petition from 
various Presbyterians in the 
city and vicinity the Presby­
tery of Brazos appointed a 
commission consisting of Rev. 
G., W.Storey of Houston, the 

St. Rocii's Parish 
at Hentz Is 
126 Years Old 

St. Roch's parish at Mentz 
is 126 years old, having 
celebrated its centennial with 
a feast in September of 1950, 
when A. W. Didner was 
pastor. The parish is now 
administered by Rev: Ber­
nard Snocjc. 

The celebration in 1950 was 
held in a new parish hall, 
built by volunteer labor of 
parishioners. 

In 1850, the parish had no 
church, but was served by 
priests from Freisburg who 
rode horseback to the Mentz 
community to hold mass in 
homes of parish members. 

After A. Hover gave six 
acres of land, a small wooden 
frame structure was com 
pleted about 1858. 

Later a stone church 
replaced the original house of 
worship. It was begun in 1867 
and completed in 1871. 
People of the parish built it 
and hauled the stone in 
oxdrawn wagons. This 
church was destroyed by a 
fire in 1940. 

The present wooden 
church building was begun in 
1942 when Rev. Francis Klass 
was pastor. 

Rev. Didner served the 

Earish until he went to Our 
ady of Perpetual Help 

Church In Eagle Lake. 

-ehartef Jnembers. These 
members, in the order which 
their names appear on the 
records, were: Mrs. Nina Via, 
D. B. Smith, Mrs. Louis Met-
calf, Mrs, B. C. Smith, Mrs. 
Luella Hanly, Walter F. 
Brown, Mrs. Walter F. Brown, 
E. P. Via, George Redfor, 
Ida Mae Ernest and James 
Wright. 

At the time of the organiza­
tion Eagle Lake was cleaning 
up the wreckage from the 1909 
hurricane, and the meeting 
was held by lamplight because 
the electric lines were down. 
The Methodist Church building 
was the scene of the organiza­
tional meeting, and for several 
years the young church met in 
various buildings In the city. 

By 1913 the desire of the 
congregation for a tniilding of 

cause of crop failures and oth­
er financial reverses on the 
part of the members, but by 
1916 the building was com­
pleted. 

Until 1924 the church had no 
regularly installedpastor,be­
ing served by Rev. G. W. 
Storey, T. C. Johnson and C. 
C> Weaver as stated supplies. 
At other times ministers from 
Bay City, Blessing and 
churches ofthis area held ser­
vices. Dr. G. T. Storey of 
Bay City, grandfather of Mrs. 
G. R. Burke, Jr., was one of 
the ministers who came from 
Bay City. On June 8, 1924 
the Rev. E. W. Mitchell was 
installed as pastor, dividing 
his time with the Sugar Land 
Presbyterian Church. Follow­
ing Mr. Mitchell's pastorate, 
with occasional breaks when 
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Rice 
lias been an importanll 

part of American 
agriculture since tlie 

early 1600's. 

A l r e a t Part Of -

THE GARWOOD WITEn METHODIST CHURCH w.is es-
tuhlished in the G îrwood lommunity in 1909 :ilthi>uRh Sun­
day School classes were held as early as 1903. 

America's Economy! 
W«'rt proud to havt hod o 

[port in tht progrtii of Amtrico. 

AMERICAN RICE GROWERS 
CO-OP ASSN. 

GARWOCX) DIVISION - BUTCH MARGIN. MGR. 
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America... 
Land of the Free 
for 2CX) Years! 

WE SALUTE OUR NATION. 

1 

Dairy 
Queen 

100 BOOTHE DRIVE -EAGLE LAKE -234-3541 

BUSTER AND GLORIA INVITE YOU TO DINE 
WITH VS AT THE DAIRY QUEEN!! 

IN EVERY PHRASE OF 
AMERICAN PROGRESS... 

^^^h-^"^ 

BUILDING HAS BEEN 
THE FOUNDATION OF IT ALL! 

We Salute Our Nation And 

We Salute Colorado County's Progress! 

HIGHWAY 71 -GARWOOD, TEXAS 
^ PHONE 758 - 3221 
2 NITES 751-3292 

] . I . Drymalla 
Construction Co. HflUlLlt 

Phoii« 732-5731 Columbui, Toxai 
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