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Our Lady of Perpetual Help Cathotic Church

Catholics Began

Worship Here

Montreull arpived, and bullt
the red brick church which
Wis finished August 1813, This
ls the church the congregation
used untll Christmas of 1048,
when the néw church was com-
pleted,

Fathar Montreull completed
the outside of the brick church
ind donaled the main altar,
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Tndir Eagle Lake has two
Catholle Churchés but few of
the people can remember. how
it was inthe early 1800's when
thers wers scarcely a dozen
Catholics here,

Most of these people came
from Loulsiana to work in a
sugar mill, which was located
al & small community called
Lakeside, about two milas out
of Eagle Lake,

The first priest, of whom the
residents know, wus Father
Schentzer, who cime from
Houston abbit once & month,
He sot up an altar on tha buf-
fet of the Ward's home at
Lakeside. Later, Father
Schentzer had Mass at Mrs.
Cherry's whose residence was
locuted In the sastern part of
Eigle Lake,

Outstanding. in the early
days of the church |sthe story
of Father Montreull, an apos-
tolle Missionary,

A small white frame church
wis bullt in Eagle Lake (n the
@astern part of thatown bafare
1900, Flve acres of ground
were given by Miss Darigin.
This church was blown down
September 8 1000 when the
hurricans hit _Galvesion sa
severely,

After this church was blown
down, Mass was not said at
Eagle Laks,

It was after this that Faiher

200 YEARS
OF GLORY

“Prociaim Liberty Throughout the Land . .
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of freedom 200 years ago. This freedom we
must remember fo hanor and cherish always,
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Eagle Laks made by him,
was on the date April 5. 1904,
Eagle Lake was then made
i misslon church, under the
Mentz parish. Fathér George
Berberich was the first priest
to coma hara from Mentz, The
records of the first commun-
lon class after Eagle Lake was
under Mentz was in 1617,

This red brick church was
thirty-two years old, and loo
small for the congregation of
Eagle Lake.

In 1848, Father A, W Did-
ner and the committeemen
started the erection of a new
church.

This pew church was dedi-
cated on June 28 1040,

The late Father A, W Did-
ner came to Eagle Lake [n
1043, He had graduaied from
the Seminary af La Porte, and
this* was his first’ church,

Fatber Digner also super-
wised and did much of the
planning and work for a new
parish house and for parish
halls at both churches, later
named in his memory as
Andrew Hall at Qur Lady of
Cuadalups and Didner Hall at
Qur Lady of Perpastual Halp.

Upon his death In January
of 1968 ha was succesded hars
temporarily by Father Marion
Atomanctyk who served until
Father Edward Gelssr's ap-
pointment to this chureh liter

egan In
Hldu In 1883

The fret Catholic family
moved (nto (he Nada commun -
ity in 1882 and In 1583 s
prisst from Frelsburg began
periodic services althat com-
munity. In 1888, John Labay
ind William Mmm-
tribated I’ﬂ!r acres of land on
which the presefl s, Mary’

ars

In 1869, the first parochial
school was started and tn 1097
m.:.':'ﬂ.“' ctoctn

F. Netardug
a8 pastor, ng was
destroyed h:r the 1800 storm
and was rebullt,

[n 1930 work was started on
the present building when
Father Heintze Bronislaus
WRS pastor,

The present pastor, the Rev,
Henry Roll came toSt, Mary's
in 1968 succeeding the Rev,
Father Edmund Bily who had
?T'ﬂd s pastor of 5t. Mary's

om 1947 to 1944,

Baptists-
Celebrated
100th Year

The First Baplist Church
of Eagle Lake celsbrated |is
lr;ulennlal on Sunday, Sept, &1,

78,

The Misslonary
Church of Eagle Lake wasor-
ganized in 1875 with Rev, J, B,
Armstrong as pastor. The
church used a bullding which
wis .also used a3 an opera
house, school houss, dance
hall,  and general meeting
house. A few years later the
Baptists, Methodists, and
Episcopalians bullt a union
house of worship,

In 1888 the Baptists coms
pleted a bullding of thelr own
on Church Street at a cost of
about $1.500, Rev, Jeff D,
Ray was the pastor, This
bullding was blown down by
the storm In 1900 anda small-
er one huily of the debria.

In 12907 the church occupisd
i new brick bullding at a cost
of about $5,100, furmahed. [t
had massive columns of wood
and brick atthe front entrance
amber glass windows, and ele-
gant pews,

A new bullding was bagun
in 1886 under the leadership
of Rev, Nall Ellle. This iwo
story brick bullding with base-
ment was later stuccosd and
served the church for 29
years. Property value was
placed at $33,000 with this
apditorfum and educational
bullding. It became evident
that a largerfacility was need-
ed and 2 building fund was
originated in 1950 undar the
leadership of Pastor A, M,
Brown,

The new facilitv at Praine
and Lake Avenus with all new
furnishings and equipment was
dedicated on January 23, 1956,
with Dr. Forrest Feszor, Exe-
cutive Secretary of the Bap-
list GCeseral Comnvention of
Texas, guest speaker, The
sanctuary has seating for 400
parsons with overflow awvail-
able in the balcomy and ad-
joining educational bullding.
The educational wing |neludes
i fellowshlp hall and ade-
Quate educational facilities,
The structurs is brick with

thal year. Faiber Gelser has
continued 0 serve hare ag
pastor for both Our Lady of
Perpetual Help and Our Lady
of Cuadalupe Churches.

Church, school and umry
huhd. g

Work s sxpected to be completed befors the and of the
church and educational facility for the United Methodist C

on this beautitd paw
hin Eagls Laks.

Baptist .

Cemtennial
Year In 1972

On Sunday, 18, 1972,
Methodists ntHEligla Lake
celebrated one hundred years
of Methodism, a milestone.

The Unien Church was
built in 1880 on Post Offies
Street, near the present A.
H. Seaholm home. Mr. Lake,
i Baptist, was the first
Sunday School superinten.
dent.

Al the second meeting they
voted to give $200 Loward ghe
consiruction of the first
Methodist Episcopal Church,
South, which was then under
construction.

From 1872 to 1913 Elgir
Lake was part of the eircuit
including Altair, Rock Island

central alr-conditioning and
heating. Hev, Joe¢ Townsend
was pastor and E H, Shirley
and Sam Broyles were Co-

Chalrmen of the Bullding
Committes. Ths toial cost
was §143,000,

The past few. years have
s88n major repairs with a new
roof, new alr-conditioning,
and & néw organ, In 1975 the
ganctuary was completely
renovated, In addition to
major remodeling, new paws,
stained glass, new lghting,
and carpet were added,

The church has had out-
standing interest (n missions
and sponsors a Spanish-speak-
ing mission, Gethsemani Mis-
sion. Present pastor of First
Baptist Church (s the Rever-
end J, Melburn Sibley, Jr.,
Pastor of Gethssmani M ission
ls Rogelio Rodrigues.

Late Rev, A. W. Didner
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First Baptist Church

mnlrhdl.n
Rev. Windel Bell,

came a8 in 1068,
The Rev. David Edgar,

' L pastor,
EII here In 1973 and Under
his leadership the construc-
tion of & new church is in
progress and should be
completed belore the end of
thl;Eiunuunulrllr

“Our nation's Bicentennial
marks the date of our moving
into the new Church faeility.
However, we did not =
here. We began over
years ago when Rev. Fisher
organized the Chureh in 1872

The comtruetion of the first— . hd‘llﬂ."hﬂ’ﬁﬂ-

Methodist Episcopal Church

South, took place in 1899. It
was followed lll.ﬂ' by the gift
of the Colly Memorial
Mothodist Church presented
by Mr. and Mrs. J. R. Celly in
1689, In 1968 The Methodist
Church and The Evurlir.li
United Brethren Church
united to form The United
Methodist Chureh. Thersaft-
er this Church became known
as the Colly Memorial United
Methodist .Chureh. Soon it's

: ILilJ-r :.riy h_: ehmgud_lnl;n i

pastored the church since ils
origination thirty-nloe years
a0,

WA

we move into the new Church
building to The United
Methodist Chureh,” noted the

Eulor. the Rev. David

and (Chesterville.

Rev. Duke came to Eagle
Lake in 4936. A new
parsonage was built in 1957,
and ‘Rev. Duke was the first
pastor Lo oecupy it

Rev. J. M. Lewis came in
1987, In 1980 the present
Colly Memorial Methodist
Chureh was built, the gift of
Mr. and Mrs. J. R. Colly.

Rev, K.R. Hemphill came
in 1939, and the church was
dedicated on January 14,
1940 by Bishop A. Frank
Smith,

Rev. G- A. Schulze came to
Eagle Lake in<1941. Under
his leadership what was then
the educational building (now
the Fello Hall) was built
and dedicitéd July 20, 1943,

Rev. J. W, Griffin came in
1844, During his pastorate he
worked with the youth and
volunteered to teach. an
elective course on religion in
the Eagle Lake High School.

In 1949 the Mary-Martha
Sunday School class present
ed Lhe Gothie pulpit set to the
church, That same year the
Sunshine Class presented the
Hammond organ and chimes.
Rev. 0. E. Linstrum, the
pastor st that time, gave the

prayer of dedication n
accepting these two [ine
additions to the chureh's
[ncilitios.

Rev. D. Rhea Allison came
to Colly Memorial in 1980,
More Sunday School rooms
were needed and under his
leadership this problem was
partially selved with the
building of three new Sunday
School rooms.

Rev. Charles Walton came
in 19568, He ‘worked hard to
get new pews for the ehureh,
but_ these were not actually
installed until some years
later.

Rev. Leslie E. MeDanisl
worked very hard as a
preacher and pastor during
his stay in Eagle Lake. Soon
after his arrival the parson-
age (then at the corner of
State and Lake) was redecor
ated.

In 1960 the pews and seat
cushions were bought and
installed when Rev. Boyd
Harris served the ehureh.
The pews are solid red oak,
and the foam rubber cushions
are upholstered in red.

Rev. Russed Mood who
came in 1062, recommended
the building of s new
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They that can give up sssential liberty to obtain &
lirtde temporary safety deserve neither liberty nor
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~——Grace tutheran Church—

Lutherans
Observed 40th

Annimsury :

tJrn Bunday, November 2
Grace Lutheran Church in
Eagle Lake observed the 40th
anniversary of |ts organiza-
tlnn1

Pastor Karl Roth firsi be-
fan to hold preaching sers
Vices In Eagle Lake back in
1003, which Is the firet known
activity by the Lutheran
Church in this community,
Pastor Roth Uved In Sublime
at the time and continued
working bere untll he ledt
that community In 18913, Work
wis carried on sporadically
by other ministers as they
passed through town, but noth-
Ing more was done on & reg-
plar basis for many years,

In 1632 Pastor W, A.Flach-
meéler of Columbus met with
o few individuvals who were
interested in starting a con-
gregation here, Services were
held In the private homes on

in 1935 they
<3y~ e

l:""

weekdnys as Pastor Flach-
meler had regularly scheduled
services on Sundass in Colum-

us, Wallls, Mentz, and New
Blelau, Soon services were
neld In the Clty Hall and then,
bégan to wor-

Ehureh, Grrduly 51085
Lutheran Church was for mll'r
organized,

On July 30, 1930 Pastor G.
Wolf wna Installed as pastor
of a parish conalstingof Esgle
Lake, Wallla and Cat Spring.
He wns the first Lutheran
minlstar to Uve in this com-
munity. In 1943 he accepted
the call to also be the pastor
of 8t, Paul Lutheran Chureh
of Columbus and, in 1944, he
moved to that community,
Pastor Woll remained as
pastor of this church as well,

Augist 5, 1031 was an Em—
portamt day In the Iife
Grace Lutheran Church as lI
wis on this day that the pre-
sent sanctuary was dedicated,
This was the first church that
the Lutherans ¢ould eall thelr
“own'', After having used the
Erestyterian Sanctuary for
several years, the congre-
pition also worshipped in the
ald Eagle Lake Methodist Edu-
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America...
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Built Here
In 1954-55

Parishionars of Our Lady of
Guadalups Catholic Churchin
Eagle Lake begin worshipping
ie thelr new church In the
Guadalupe Terraces Addilon
in July of 1954, moving thare
from the former red brick
Catholie Church bullding on
Lake Avenue.

The Rev. Joe Shannon wis
pastoring the church whan (ha
construction started and the
Rev, Edward Moonay ftlled the
pulplt upon Ils completion.
Both were membars of the

Bagilfan Futhers order fromr—

Hosenberg.

After Our Lady of Perpetual
Halp'scongregation moved from
the tall red brick  building
which they occupled from 1918
until 1949, the Latin-Ameri-
cans of thecommunity worship=-
ped In the bullding and the
congregation was known asSt,
Basil's, When they moved to
th: new church In the Guad-
alups Addition, the congrega-
tion chanpéd the nams to Cur
udr of Guadalupe,

The late Father Andrew
W, Didner served the Guada-

Fresbyterian - " Yope knd PRFHEIAI HETp Cliut
ce=~ches - Of ‘mamy- ysars- ane~

after his death, Father Mar-
lof AlomancEyk served as
pastor for & short time until
Father Edward Geiser wis
namad pastor of the local
churches and he continues in
that ' position af this time.

Lissie Church
Founded

In 1906

The Lissie Church has its
rools deep In American his-
tory, The Evangelical, United
Brethren and Methodist de-
nomidations were ull organ-
ized soon after (he Hevolution.
They ministered effectivelyto
immigrant and frontier
America, Similar {n theology
and organization, and with
deep friendship among their
founders, they eventually be-
came one church,

The Lissie congregution has
been a vital part of this his-
tory since |Its baginning In
1906, ""We rejolce inthe birth-
day of cur natlon, and In our
privilege of continued ser-
vice to the community,'" noted
the pastor, the Rev, Paul Wal-
lace,

The Rev, Ceorge Cause;
wus the firstpastor of the Lis-
sle Church, then the United
Brethren' Church. He |s the
father of Ed Causey of this
clty,

The preésent church and edu=
catfomal racilities were con-
structed |n 1947,

The Rev., Paul Wallpre has
been minister of the Lissie
Church for four years,

cation Building. From 1839
until 1951 the Lutherans called
the former First Christian
Church bullding their home.
In 1931 they were finally able
to construct thelr own bulld-
ing, uming lumber from (he
ald Methodist church in Co-
lumbus,

In 1066 The Hev. Walter
Miller was called as the first
fullstime pastor of Grace
Lutheran Church. It wasdur-
ing his ministry here that an
education unit was added on
to the sanctuary, Pastor Mil-
lar was followed here by Pas-
tor Wayne Langrebe (1960-
1063), Pastor Milroy Gregor
(1083-10¢7), Pastor Dennis

T mE e e e » - T

m tr"'*_‘ ~ "SI Mary's Church Uni

onsir

ion

The congregatioh of St. Mary's Catholic Church fn Nada is shown assembled In front
of thelr church which was under constructlon at the time this picture was taksn ln 1930,

Preshyterian
Church In

G7H Year—

Sixty-seven years ago the
First Presbyterian Church of
Eagle Lake was organized. In
response to & petition from
varjous Presbyterians in the
ity and vicinlty the Presby-
tery of Brapos appointed a
commission consisting of Rev.
G.. W Glorey of Houston, the

§t. Roch’s Parish
at Mentz Is

126 Years Old

3t. Roch's parish at Mentz
is 126 years old, having
celebrated its centennial with
a fesst in September of 1950,
when A. W, Didner was
pastor. The parish is now
administered by Hev. Ber-
nard Snock

The celebration in 1950 was
held in a new parish hall,
built by volunteer lsbar of
parishioners.

In 1850, the parish had no
chureh, bul was served by
priesis from Frelsborg who
rode horseback to the Mentz
community Lo hold mass in
homes of parish members.

Alter A, Hover gave six
acres of land, 8 small wooden
[rame siruclure was com
pleted about 1858,

Later a stone church
replaced Lhe original house ol
worship. It was begun in 1867
and completed in 1871
People of the parish built it
and hauled the stone in
ox-drawn wagons. This
church was destroyed by a
fire in 1940.

The present wooden
church building was begun in
1942 when Rev. Francis Klass
WAS pastor.

Rev. Didner served the
arish until he went Lo Our

ady ol Perpetual Help
Chureh in Engle Lake.

Engler (1967-1970) and Pastor
Charles Mayer (1970 to his
depariure this year),

The church |s without a pas -

tor,

INVITE YOU TO DINE
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WE'RE PROUD

Rev. Selirigpe of Bay Cityund
Ruling Elder Fisher of Hous-
ton to investigate the slbua-
ton., Having held meetings on
the two precading days, the
commission formally or-
rEElped L Churoianthenight

shartef —mémbers. - Thess
members, In the order which
thelr names appear on Uhe
records, were: Mrs. Nina Via,
D, B, Smith, Mrs, Louis Met-
calf. Mrs, B, C, Emith, Mrs,
Luella "Hanly, Waller F.
Brown, Mrs, Walter F, Brown
E. P, Via, George Redfor,
da Mae Ernest and James
Wright.

AL the Hme of the organiza-
tion Eagle Lake was cleaning
up the wrackage from the 1900
hurricane, and the meeting
was held by lamplight because
the electric lines weare down,
The Methodist Church bullding
was the scene of the or ganiea-
tional meeting, and for seyéral
yedrs the young church met in
various bulldings In tha city,

By 1913 the desire of the
congregation for a bullding of

o Installad

fis own wus taking concraie
shape, and on February 23 of
that year the irusiess, ""werée
empowerad topurchase o suit=-
abhle site for the purpose of
eracting thersom a church
tuilding.t’  The construction

— o Auguet 13,1909, sdthelewpn, . vent slovlicand by stuges be-

cabas of cropfallures andoths
eér fipancial reverses on the
part of the members, bul by
1916 the bullding wos com-
pleted.

Until 1924 the church had no
regularly installed pastor, be-
ing served by Hev. G, W,
ftorey, T. C. Johnson and C,
O Weaver us stated supplies.
At other times ministers (rom
Bay City, Blessing and
churches of this area held sar-
vices, Dr, G, T, Storey of
Bay Cily, grandisther of Mra.
G, R, Burke Jr. wasone of
the ministers who came (rom
Bay City, On June & 1024
the Rev. E, W, Milchell was
as pastor, dividing
nis time with the Sugar Land
Presbyterian Chureh, Fallow-
ing Mr. Mitchell's pastorate,
with occasional "ﬂ‘Hls when

#

THE GAKWOOD UNITED METHODIST CHURCH was es-

lablished in the Garevood community in
vlisses were held as sarly ‘_HH!

dav School

"|'I|"'i alehouph Bun-

only v stitent

B kR o ST e Ll 1 L

pit, the Revs.E, F,
M, H, Knox, W. M, l-nlu
Temple B, Anderson, Marion
leu-l‘ Jl- mu mrt
W, W, Baals, Billy Tom Me-
Daniel, E. E Mulliner and
the present pastor J, Olen
Kennell have served as pas-
tors, Three of these minls-
ters, E. F. Deulsch, J, R
Durway and B, T. MeDanlel,
were ordalned in this church.
In September 19882 fellow-
ship hall with a well squipped
kitchen was added (O Uee struc-

Jute that. wag md_..h "

Firet Preshyterias Chureh "
- F“_._.—m he-sar- »

tuary and fellowship hall ware
remodelsd and Lhare was an
addition of nine classrooms
o the bullding.

A mpacial ssrvics for the
fiftieth anniversary wis con=
ducted sl tha moming wor-
ship by the Rev. B, T, Mc-
Daniel om August 8, 1959,
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part of American
agriculture since the

early 1600's.

We're proud to have had o
part in the progress of America.

CO-OP ASSN.

GCARWOOD DIVISION

- BUTCH MARTIN, MCR,

IN EVERY PHRASE OF
AMERICAN PROGRESS...
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